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March 2019 
Sunday Morning 
Lectionary Texts 

 

March 3, 2019 
Transfiguration Sunday 

Exodus 34:29-35 
Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 
Luke 9:28-36 

March 6, 2019 
Ash Wednesday 
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Psalm 51:1-17 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

March 10, 2019 
1st Sunday in Lent 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 
March 17, 2019 

2nd Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17-4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 
March 24, 2019 

3rd Sunday in Lent 
Isaiah 55:1-9 
Psalm 63:1-8 

1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
Luke 13:1-9 

March 31, 2019 
4th Sunday in Lent 

Joshua 5:9-12 
Psalm 32 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Fellowship Hall Open for Business! 

The Jake Reams Fellowship Hall renovations have 

been completed.  The weekly CCM Community 

Dinner has returned to First Baptist Church. 

The  2019 Souper Bowl 

of Caring raised 

$1,643.00 for the 

Cooperative Christian Ministry of 

Middlesboro. 

When we serve Communion at FBC, we 

also serve it in the afternoon at the 

Middlesboro Nursing and Rehabilitation 

Facility. We will next do this on April 7 at 

2:30pm. Come, take and eat. 

Charter Member of God’s Angel’s 

Sunday School Class 

Flower Committee member 

Ann Shumate designed and 

placed these Flowers in the 

Foyer in honor of our 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

fundraising effort in the 

month of February. 
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The Heart of Being Church Together 

 Recently, I’ve spent a little time with 
Our Baptist Tradition, by William Powell 
Tuck. I came across this piece of an 

address given to the British Baptist 
Union by John Clifford in 1888. 

John Clifford was a pastor in London, 
and was elected president of the Union in that year. “At 
the time,” writes Tuck, “the Baptist Union was marked 
by efforts to impose doctrinal creedalism upon the 
members of the Union.” In his address, Clifford said: 

Even the first friends of Christianity never agreed as to its 
whole contents. Living men differ. It is the dead who agree. 

Poor shattered fragments that they are! Why, truth would have 
no chance at all upon the earth if each man were nothing but 

the ... echo of his fellow. God sets men at different angles to the 
truth, so that one may see what another cannot ... God will not 
suffer us to get our best beliefs as we do our coats ... Give men 

a ready-made faith, paid for by pen, subscription, or lip 
affirmation, and it is on them, not in them--on them like a 

garment, not in them as a life ... Give us a Bible about which 
two opinions are not possible and we treat it as we do the 
multiplication table, use it for our grossest needs, but never 

think of it for the splendid hours of spiritual aspirations and 
redeeming service. 

 In 1889, merely one year after John Clifford uttered 
these words in England, English settlers founded 
Middlesboro, KY (named for Middlesbrough, England), 
and the First Baptist Church of Middlesboro, KY. That 
intrigues me, and I love the fact that 130 years later, 
members of that Christian congregation in that 
Kentucky town still strive toward the same large, living, 
personal, and free faith in Jesus Christ about which 
Clifford spoke to the British Baptist Union in 1888. 
 I love that at First Baptist Church, we are gathered 
together not by propositions, but by a person. That we 
are gathered together not by a doctrinal creed you must 
sign, but by Jesus Christ--and by the “old, old story of 
Jesus and his love.” That we seek truth together, in 
humility, with a healthy appreciation for mystery. That 
we have a healthy reverence for how big God is, and 
how small we are. That we come together week after 
week, month after month, year after year, to work out 
our faith “in fear and trembling”--that is, with a great 
sense of awe and respect. And that as we do all that, we 
trust in God’s grace. Grace--the undeserved and 
unconditional love of God--is Middle C.  
 I love that at First Baptist Church, we need not 
have it all figured out and be all put together to come 
and be a part. In fact, we know that such aspirations 

Lent begins soon.  The 
Sanctuary Choir is already walking 
through Lent in our music.  We are 
preparing a cantata program for Palm 
Sunday.  We will celebrate the 
triumphal entry in song, then sing 
through the events of Holy Week.  
It is hard to follow the steps of Jesus.  We want to 
help you experience the events through Jesus’ eyes. 
 The anthems we are learning give words to what 
we feel about Jesus’ sacrifice.  I want to share some of 
those words with you. 
 

At the Foot of the Cross                        Dengler 
At the foot of the cross there is sorrow, 

at the foot of the cross there is love 
Flowing down together in a river of salvation. 

Covering all, covering all, covering all the world with grace. 
 

Beautiful the Teardrops                     Buda 
Beautiful the teardrops falling at his feet, 

Mingled with a fragrance, oh, so rare and sweet. 
Kneeling as the perfume slowly fills the room, 

weeping, as she prepares him for the coming tomb. 
 

Deep, Deep Love                                   Dengler 
Deeper than the nails driven into his hands, 
is the love of a father who gives his only son. 

 Deeper than the thorns pressing into his brow, 
is the love of a son who died for everyone. 

Love so amazing, deep, deep love. 
Love so divine, deep, deep love. 

Love never failing to hear my call 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Beth C. Parker 

often deaden our faith. Elsewhere in Our Baptist 
Tradition, William Tuck quotes early 20th-century 
pastor Harry Emerson Fosdick who wrote: “One utter 
heresy in Christianity is thus to believe that we have 
reached finality and can settle down with a completed 
system.” I love that at First Baptist Church, we seem to 
know that. We seem to believe instead that all that is 
required is a hunger and a thirst for the spiritual life, 
and a longing to explore it in the way of Jesus Christ. 
We seem to believe deeply, as an old church slogan 
once said it, in “Putting First Things First.” We seem to 
believe that when we gather with our own stories 
around the story of Jesus, and let the Spirit do a little 
quilting, it is enough.  
 I believe it is enough. I believe that God will take it 
from there. 

Rev. Zachary L. Bay 

LMU-DCOM Students 
On Valentine’s Day this year, students from 
LMU-DCOM joined members of CCM and 

First Baptist Church at the CCM Community 
Dinner to help serve.  

Thank you for your help! 

25th Staff Anniversary 

This year we celebrated the 25th Staff 

Anniversary of Billy Hunter. We want to take 

another moment to thank him for all of his 

hard work over the years. 

 

Thank you Jack 

Pennington 

Jack was our guest 

preacher on Sunday, 

February 24  


