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Church Announcements

The

Pinnacle
December 2019

Family Advent Service

Bring a gift for a child
experiencing poverty in
Middlesboro and an ornament for
the church Christmas tree.

Come join us for an evening
of Christmas Caroling
on Monday, December 2
at 5:00 p.m.

Staff
Rev. Zachary L. Bay
Pastor
Beth C. Parker
Minister of Music
Elizabeth Lowden
Office Administrator
Billy Hunter
Facilities Manager
Cherry Stamper
Child Care Coordinator
Phillip Akers
Media Coordinator
Janet Matthews

Live Nativity Dates

Sunday, December 15
6:45 p.m. to 8::30 p.m.

First Baptist Church Gives Thanks

Monday, December 16

Gypsie Bellar beautifully decorated the communion table for Reign of Christ and Festival of Thanksgiving Sunday.

Organist

6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Teresa Brown
Organist/Pianist
Bonnie Daniels
Pianist
Rev. John E. Pennington, Jr.
Pastor Emeritus

Tuesday, December 17
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
“The Pinnacle” is the monthly publication of the First Baptist Church of Middlesboro, Ky.
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Working on the Toolbox

just as the seminary intends. With several years of

My father taught me a lot about

use, I have learned better how to use my Deacons

tools. Dad was for a long time a
Rev. Zachary L. Bay

Plus email. I have repurposed that tool, given it a

contractor, and he still has lots of

new name, and have found renewed energy for it. I

tools. Growing up, he taught me

have experimented on Facebook with blogging this

how to care for tools. To keep them clean and, if

year. All of that content is soon to be available on

necessary, sharp. And he taught me that every tool

the new church website, which I have written

has its place, and that no job is finished until the tools

dozens and dozens of pages of content for this year.

are put away.

This year, I have spent a lot of energy living that

And speaking of the new website: I expect it to

go live by year-end. This will be a new tool in the

out in my profession. I have only a fraction of the

toolbox for both me and you. I will do my blogging

hammers and saws and such that Dad has, but then,

there rather than on Facebook. The church calendar

I’m not a contractor. Dad has only a fraction of the

will be up-to-date and available there. You and I

books and files and online media that I have, but

both will be able to register for special events (like

then, Dad isn’t a pastor. What we have in common is

the All Church Thanksgiving Dinner or the Souper

that we both have tools. I’m glad that when I was

Bowl of Caring), request use of space in the facility,

young, Dad taught me about taking care of my tools. I

and sign up for Wednesday night dinner—all right

have spent a lot of energy doing so this year.

there on the website! You’ll be able to watch

Doctor of Ministry work is tool-sharpening work.

services online, read all about the church online, and

As a lawyer earns a JD and passes the bar, pastors

give financially to support the church online. The

earn Master of Divinity degrees and are ordained as

website will support our Appalachian Immersion

their gateway into the profession. The MDiv is a three

ministry, and in so many ways, our life together as a

-year-long master’s degree—the longest master’s

congregation. I have worked diligently with Faithlab

degree there is. Once launched a pastor may go back

to craft a website that is useful to our being and

to seminary after several years in the pulpit to

doing of church together. You might say that I’ve

sharpen that MDiv work. That’s what DMin degrees

been giving a good deal of energy to refitting and

are for. By the time you’re in the saddle for awhile

sharpening an old tool of ours.

post-seminary, you’re ready to revisit and deepen

Dad taught me a lot about tools. For me, 2019

and broaden all the learning you did before you took

has been a tool-tending kind of year. I’ve put to the

a pulpit. Many of you remember to ask how it’s

grinding wheel everything from the growth and

going. I appreciate that. It’s been the best

reorganization of my pastoral library, to the

experience—everything I could have asked for it to

website, to my preaching and teaching, and I am

be—and I’m nearing the dissertation stage now.

excited about what 2020 will bring me and us

Unless there is a change in course, I’ll graduate in

because of it.

May 2021.
This year, I’ve spent a lot of energy tending my

What are the tools of your profession? Even if
your profession is retirement, it still has tools. How

tools. The rigorous thoughtfulness that a DMin

might you tend to them in this season of Advent and

requires has spilled over into other parts of my life,

New Year’s resolutions?

A Time of Remembrance, Scripture,
and Meditation
All Saints Sunday 2019
Let us remember and give thanks for the life of
Francis Arnold. Chime
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
Robert Sterling Brumbach. Chime
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;
he leadeth me beside still waters;
Peggy Hamlin. Chime
He restoreth my soul,
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
Ronnie Dean Robbins. Chime
Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death
I will fear no evil; for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Wilma Faye Suffridge. Chime
Thou prepares a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil;
my cup runneth over.
Mary Anne Browne Woodring. Chime
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Eleanor’s Dedication

This Advent in the music ministry
we are celebrating Joy. Not the giddy,
happy feeling of anticipation. The true
joy of patiently waiting for the for
the birth of the Messiah. We are Beth C. Parker
singing of that joy in our cantata, Joy
Has Dawned.
In our lives we experience crushing blows,
unexpected job loss, health issues, family and
financial strains. We have to strive to find deep joy
that is rooted in our faith. In Psalms it says,
“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in
the morning.” It reminds us that true joy comes
from the Creator of life. The one who remains
beside us in all our challenges.
Some of the songs we will share:
While by the sheep we watched at night, Glad tidings
brought an angel bright, How great our joy!

Joy to the world the Lord is come
There’ll be joy in the morning on that day, for the
daylight will dawn and the darkness is gone.
Joy has dawned! The angels are singing; Christ is
born this holy night.
Jesus, joy of the highest heaven, born as a little baby
under a wondrous star.
Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.
Joy has dawned upon the world, promised from
creation.
Good Christian friends, rejoice, with heart and soul
and voice.
Come and share our cantata on Sunday
morning, December 8. Bring your whole self,
struggling as you are. Celebrate the joy of Advent.

